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Governance Reform
▪

On November 18, 2021 the Province of New Brunswick released its white
paper on governance reform titled “Working together for vibrant and
sustainable communities”

▪

The result is that New Brunswick will see a reduction in the number of
entities from 340 entities to 90 (78 local governments and 12 rural districts)

▪

The Villages of Alma, Hillsborough and Riverside-Albert, and portions of the
Local Services Districts of Alma, Harvey, Hopewell, Hillsborough and
Coverdale will form one municipality, now being referred to as Entity 42
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What does this mean?
▪

On November 28, 2022 eligible voters in Entity 42 will elect a new municipal council

▪

After December 31, 2022 the Villages of Alma, Hillsborough and Riverside-Albert will lose
their incorporated status

▪

A new local government will take over on January 1, 2023

▪

The new Council will be responsible to make decisions for the whole of the new local
government

▪

Regional service commissions will see an expanded mandate; including economic
development, tourism promotion, community development, regional transportation and
recreational infrastructure cost-sharing

▪

New municipal by-laws will be enacted, where required. Until then, the current by-laws
will remain in effect
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What does this mean?
▪

Your mailing address will not change

▪

How you refer to where you live will not change

▪

There will be different tax rates based on where residents live and the
services they receive and have access to

▪

An existing municipality’s debt will continue to belong to that community and
be paid by the former municipality until it is paid off

▪

Municipal assets (buildings, vehicles and equipment) will become the
property of the new local government

▪

Water and sewer rates will continue to be billed to residents having access
to those services

z

The process
▪

The province appointed facilitators to work with elected officials and local
service representatives to ensure decisions are made and deadlines are met

▪

Two advisory committees were formed; an elected officials advisory committee
and an administrators advisory committee

▪

The elected officials advisory committee is made up of the Mayor of each
incorporated municipality and one Councillor, as well as two representatives of
each Local Service District

▪

The administrators advisory committee is made up of the Administrator/Clerk of
each municipality and is supplemented by the Local Service Manager

▪

Each of these advisory committees have deliverables they must meet
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Elected Officials Advisory Committee
Andrew Casey - Mayor, Alma

John Ereaux - Councillor, Alma

Barbara Gebuhr - Harvey LSD

Kimberly Edgett-McKinley - Harvey LSD

Jim Campbell - Mayor, Riverside-Albert

Loretta Elderkin - Councillor, Riverside-Albert

Lisa Henderson - Hopewell LSD

Danny Hudson - Hopewell LSD

Jim Coates - Hillsborough LSD

Jason Steeves - Hillsborough LSD

Bob Rochon - Mayor, Hillsborough

Jeff Land - Councillor, Hillsborough

Harry Doyle - Coverdale LSD

Dallas McCready - Coverdale LSD
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Decisions to date
▪

The new Council composition has been confirmed

▪

There will be six wards; each with one (1) elected Councillor

▪

One Mayor elected at-large

▪

The Entity’s boundaries have been finalized

▪

Ward boundaries have been identified and are in draft format

▪

A sub-committee has defined a process to select a new name for the
community
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Naming process
▪

The process to find a name for Entity 42 will include:
▪

A contest is underway through the Fundy Tourism Association (ACTA)

▪

Input is being sought through social media (Villages, Friends of Fundy, Albert
County Chamber of Commerce)

▪

Schools

▪

Community mailout

▪

The list of suggestions is being collected by the Fundy Tourism group. The list will
be narrowed by the sub-committee to the most popular 3-4 names. This will
happen before the end of April

▪

The narrowed list of names will then be brought to the elected officials advisory
committee for a selection. General consensus will be the benchmark for a
selection

▪

The hope is that the process will allow time for Council consideration
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What’s next
▪

Council has scheduled a meeting scheduled with Minister Holland to
discuss concerns
▪

Portions of LSDs being excluded

▪

The CAO selection process

▪

The new government type (Village or Rural Community) must be identified
by May 6, 2022

▪

The new local government name must be identified by May 16, 2022

▪

The budget analysis and budget setting process will begin in May 2022

▪

The Chief Administrative Officer recruitment process will begin in May
2022
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Challenges
▪

There will be many challenges as we implement governance reform

▪

There are many questions we don’t have answers to

▪

Questions such as:

▪

▪

Where and how will Council meetings take place;

▪

What will the new organizational structure look like;

▪

How will municipal assets will be treated or accounted for;

▪

How will tax rates be calculated;

As we learn more, we will share this information with our Councils and
with residents
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Questions?

